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The Roots of Problematic Behaviors;
Cognitive Symptomology

Digital citizenship is a foregone conclusion for the
twenty first century where educational technology
is routinely included into educational curricula.
eLearning has become a viable, even preferable,
option for many special educators and service
providers working with children with autism/
special needs, especially those with social
communication deficits. The methodical,
repetitive, and customizable nature of apps allows
for more creative, intuitive, and appealing
teachable moments to facilitate retention and
carryover of learned vocabulary and language
skills. Research shows that children with special
needs, especially autism, appear to be visual
learners. They greatly benefit from technology
enhanced lesson plans to facilitate self -regulation
learning, emphasizing the visual modality. Parents,
children, and special educators are all increasingly
lauding and using the iPad® as a creative,
customized, intuitive, and fun educational tool to
implement lesson plans addressing IEP goals, and
utilize behavioral strategies to foster self regulation.
This seminar will provide insight into assessing
readiness indicators and implementing specific
apps at specific junctures in treatment. You will
also learn practical and developmental guidelines
and strategies for providing a positive educational
experience for young children with autism/special
needs, particularly those who exhibit challenging
behaviors.

Penina Pearl Rybak MA/CCC-SLP, TSHH;
Founder/CEO Socially Speaking LLC
Penina Rybak, MA/CCC-SLP, TSHH is a practicing, pediatric speech- language pathologist
and educational technology consultant who
University. She has been practicing for two
decades and has specialized in the treatment
of children with autism/special needs, in
home-based early intervention, center-based
preschool intervention, self- contained schoolage classrooms, and private practice. Penina
participated in the 1995-2000
in conjunction with the Westchester Institute for Human Development, which worked
education classrooms. She also spearheaded
from 2008-2010,
which worked on customizing curriculum
needs and implementing behavior management strategies at a charter school in New
York. It resulted in the launch of her
, seminars,
iPad® App, and book,
. Penina lectures nationally and internationally, about customizing social communication strategies, developmentally integrating of
iPad Apps into treatment, and pairing play
and pre-literacy goals for better learning outcomes. She advocates the use of an eclectic,
multi-sensory treatment approach, using customized lesson plans involving toys and iOS
tech. For more information visit her website:
www.sociallyspeakingLLC.com.

Determining Baseline Data and Starting
Points for Remediation
Readiness Indicators to Use iOS Apps

Evaluation of Play Skills Development
and Goal Planning
The Pre-Literacy Hierarchy and Clinical
Implications for Social Skills Proficiency
Rubric

Building Self- Esteem and Providing
Behavioral Reinforcement with iOS
Apps
Fostering Orientation to
:
Drawing and Farm/Animal Apps
Fostering Orientation to
: Social
Story and Photo Sharing Apps to
Export/Email Photos for Time on Task
(TOT), Homework, Carryover, and
Episodic Memory
Fostering Orientation to
:
Language and Social Skills Apps

